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INTENTION 
SILVER BOOM is a performative intrusion of senior women in public space. The piece 
questions the relationship between city space, gender, and age. The work is interested in the 
emergence of collective consciousness through the celebration of experienced women in our 
urban landscape.

Just as gender research assumes that the social gender is not a natural and unchangeable 
characteristic, but is "made" and constructed by society (doing gender), we assume that 
similarly aging is not just subject to "natural" rules, but rather a socio-political constructed 
term. The project thus aims to explore the possibilities of redesigning our perceptions of 
aging, focusing on aging as a process rather than stages of life.

This performance deconstructs the movement norms in the city and defends the presence of 
the woman's body in the public space. What can we learn from these knowledgeable bodies? 
What wisdom and stories do these women have to tell us? What images and sensations do 
they send back to us?

SILVER BOOM opens a poetic breach in daily life, it allows residents to reclaim the 
environment while making room for retirees living among us. The disruption of the daily rhythm 
in the city is intended to enable us to reflect on our values as a society today. A piece that is 
recreated in various cities with the inhabitants of each place.  

SILVER BOOM
Today people live longer and longer. Thanks to an improved quality of life, the rate of seniors 
in the world population is irreparably increasing. According to the UN forecasts, the year 2047 
will mark the year when worldwide the number of people over 60 years will exceed that of 
children under 16.

But if nowadays 60 is the new 40 - how do we shape our daily life when we are retired? What 
are our expectations and hopes for the last quarter of our life? How do we fill and structure 
our days? And how, as members of societies in industrialized countries, do we consider our 
seniors? What opportunities does the public space have for retired citizens? In particular, 
what does it have to offer to retired women? 

On the one side, a woman's body is under meticulous observation when it comes to signs 
of age manifesting itself, an entire beauty industry is built on the promise of stopping this 
process from happening. On the other side, an experienced female presence is widely hidden 
when it comes to representation in the public realm. The omnipresent image of a woman in 
our daily surroundings seems to be a homogenous young flawless and twenty-five year old. 
What happens to the representation of all the others? When and why does a woman's body 
become invisible?

The performance explores the exhibition of this social category, called 'senior', in our 
developed societies. How can we, as a social body, integrate into everyday life the 
experience and knowledge that more experienced people represent and embody? How to 
connect our elderly to the continuous movement of the city and our lives?

For a long time, the public space has been associated by socio-political activity mainly with 
men. Women have traditionally been assigned to the private sphere and domestic life. Even 
if this time is largely over, do public spaces meet the current needs for gender diversity and 
gender equality in today's city? In particular, do women have the same hold as men over how 
a city is shaped and designed?

This work will be created with female senior citizens in Switzerland, Kosovo, France, 
and Germany. The process takes partially place in public spaces, the recreation of the 
performance is unfolding in front of the eyes of all the other citizens.
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PRODUCTION PHASE
SILVER BOOM challenges a group of citizens to interact with their environment. Cities 
are heterogeneous ensembles in perpetual motion, offering an inspiring force for the 
performance. The participants are encouraged to interact with their urban environment, 
an exercise of self-assertion and creativity for those who dare to impose themselves in the 
indifferent flow of the city, supported by a group of allies.

The piece is created in the form of a workshop. The priority is given to the process and the 
experience of the participants. Every working step will include the participation of women and 
the dramaturgy is adapted until the final form is found.

To produce this work, A. Anderegg will alternate personal writing sessions and physical 
sessions with women. The voices and experiences of the women inform the dramaturgy of the 
piece at all stages. The production of this work is intrinsically linked to the experimentation 
with the participants.

CHOREOGRAPHY
The usual movement codes in the city are deconstructed. A. Anderegg experiments with 
physical oppositions and develops a choreographic vocabulary juxtaposing the normative 
patterns in the cityscape.

The structure of the performance is divided in 4 scenes. The scenes happen in 3 different 
spatial situations the audience and the performers find themselves in:

1 - The Surprise: 

 

2 - The Walk: 

3 - The Celebration: 

4 - The End: 

The challenge for A. Anderegg is to strike a balance between the staging of the non-
professional dancers, which gives the performers the freedom to find a place of honesty, trust 
and power, all while allowing the audience to witness, access and be transported into an 
abstract level of the work.
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The audience is not previously informed about who the protagonists of 
SILVER BOOM are. The first part of the piece plays with the suspense 
of not knowing what is going to happen. Through the expectation of 
seeing a dance performance and with the apparent absence of dancers, 
the audience is propelled in a state of alert, creating a sense of hyper-
awareness to its surrounding. Everything and everyone in the city could 
be a potential performer!

Once the protagonists reveal themselves, the audience follows the 
pace they set. While the group is moving in a steady flock the women 
are altering moving and standing still in specific postures. Their bodies 
create a contrast to the city environment generating an exhibition of 
bodies and situations along the way. 

In the next part of the piece, the audience and the women find their 
place in a frontal situation. This part of the performance is predominantly 
dedicated to a scintillating choreography. The performance is 
strengthened by a powerful sound design and a visually unfolding set 
design. Creating a celebration of the bodies in our cityscape.

The performance ends with an acknowledgment between performer and 
viewer - citizen and citizen.



SILVER BOOM • ASPHALT PILOTEN • Page 04

SCENOGRAPHY
The piece is accompanied by the visual artist Milica Slacanin, she will be adding a 
scenographic element to the dramaturgy of the piece.

As a visual material, M.Slacanin will work with paper. The large scale paper sheets used by 
the women will change individually throughout the piece, showing its transformation, history 
and change of consistency over the progression. Used in the group it becomes an abstract 
visual pattern that underlines choreography and creates a narration of its own.

We will work with the absence and presence of body parts covered by the surface as a 
reminder of invisibility. As well as working with shadows and silhouettes, as a link to the 
omnipresent images that surround us.

A first research on the different possibility of material use you can find here:
 https://vimeo.com/434280663/34b98c5e38

Anna Anderegg & Milica Slacanin have created 3 interdisciplinary pieces together: 
ZWISCHEN RAUM (2014), STILL MOTION (2016) and #homies (2018)

SOUND DESIGN
Music will accompany the dramaturgy of the piece. The artist Marco Barotti will compose 
the unique sound experience of SILVER BOOM. The sound designer has accompanied all 
previous pieces of ASPHALT PILOTEN developing a sound concept for work.

It's imagined that the participants carry small sound devices in their bags to surprise the 
audience, creating a mobile sound environment. A second wish is to integrate women's 
voices in the piece, but rather than using it as a narrative content, the sound designer wishes 
to elaborate on the voices like a sounding texture.

The third part of the choreography is backed by a stationary sound environment giving the 
performance a more solid supporting sound.

TEAM

Anna Anderegg - concept & choreography
Marie Reverdy - dramaturgy

Milica Slacanin - scenography
Marco Barotti - sound design
Arnauld Pirault - outside eye
Johanna Hilari - outside eye

Antoniya Ivanova - costumes
Nadine Becker - production
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Photos from the research conducted with women
 in August 2018 in Switzerland
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VISUAL IMPRESSIONS

 
    > Video 

NB: The videos were created as part of a workshop and show women improvising. The 
videos may show the impact of the group, the choreography, however, should not be taken 

into consideration

https://vimeo.com/347314010/311a685d31
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CALENDAR

 PREPARATION

  02.08 - 20.08 2018 WORKSHOP / PHYSICAL RESEARCH  CULTUR FORUM, BIEL - CH 
  01.06 - 30.06 2019  THEORETICAL RESEARCH   METROPOLIS, COPENHAGEN - DK
  09.12 - 23.12 2019 RESEARCH KOSOVO    FOUNDATION 17, PRISHTINA - XK 
  20.01 - 24.01 2020 WRITING RESIDENCY    LA CHARTREUSE, AVIGON - FR 
  13.02 - 16.02 2020 VISUAL RESEARCH    TROMBONES, BIEL - CH

 CREATION

  05. - 18.10 2020  RESIDENCY     TEATRI ODA, PRISHTINA - XK
                             16.10 2020  ARTIST TALK     FOUNDATION 17, PRISHTINA - XK
           17.10 2020  SHOWING    HAPU, PRISHTINA - XK

  15.03 - 28.03 2021 RESIDENCY    KULTURHANGAR 21, DETMOLD - DE  DATES TBC
  05.04 - 18.04 2021 RESIDENCY     L'ABATTOIR, CHALON-SUR-SAONE - FR  DATES TBC
  19.04 - 02.05 2021 RESIDENCY    TANZHAUS, ZÜRICH - CH   TBC
  14.05 - 27.05 2021 RESIDENCY     TOBS, BIEL - CH
  31.05 - 04.06 2021 RESIDENCY    KULTURHANGAR 21, DETMOLD - DE

 PRESENTATION

  07.05 - 08.05 2021 SILVER BOOM    ZÜRICH TANZT, ZÜRICH - CH   TBC
  28.05 - 29.09 2021 SILVER BOOM    STADTTHEATER BIEL/SOLOTHURN, BIEL - CH 
  05.06 - 06.06 2021 SILVER BOOM    BILDSTÖRUNG, DETMOLD - DE   
      07 2021 SILVER BOOM    CHALONS DANS LA RUE, CHALON - FR  DATES TBC
      07 2021 SILVER BOOM    HAPU FEST, PRISHTINA - XK   DATES TBC
           2021 SILVER BOOM    TRAVELLINGS, MARESEILLE - FR   TBC
           2021 SILVER BOOM    LA PLAGE, LA CHAUX-DE-FONDS - CH  TBC



ANNA ANDEREGG
Blumenstr.26 / CH -2502 Biel - Bienne
info@annaanderegg.com
www.annaanderegg.com

www.annaanderegg.com



